Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PONTA 00558 231120Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 PM-05 AF-10 OC-06 CCO-OO 
OCL-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 
USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /069 W 

002071 231124Z/14/73 

R 221850Z DEC 77 

FM AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1870 

INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 

AMCONSUL OPORTO 

USCINCEUR 

CINCLANT 

COMUSFORAZ 

UNCLAS PONTA DELGADA 0558 

CORRECTEDCOPY TEXT ADD PARA 3. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, PO, SOPN 

SUBJECT: SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS GROUND STATION OPENS IN AZORES 

1 . ON DECEMBER 18, 1977 COMPANHIA PORTUGUESA RADIO MARCONI (CPRM), 

THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT OWNED TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, 

INNAUGURATED SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE AZORES AND 
CONTINENTAL PORTUGAL. THE NEW SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS GROUND 
INSTALLATION, BUILT AT A COST OF OVER FIVE MILLION DOLLARS BY CPRM 
WITH EXTENSIVE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE JAPANESE FIRM OF 
MITSUBISHI, IS LOCATED ON SAO MIGUEL ISLAND OUTSIDE OF PONTA 
DELGADA. 

2. THE NEW COMMUNICATIONS LINK GREATLY IMPROVES TELEVIISION, RADIO, 

TELEPHONE AND TELEX TRANSMISSION BETWEEN THE AZORES AND CONTINENTAL 
PORTUGAL. FOR EXAMPLE, BUSINESS HOUR TELEPHONE CALLS BETWEEN LISBON 
AND THE AZORES THAT ONCE TOOK HOURS AND EVEN DAYS TO PLACE, NOW 
MAY BE COMPLETED IN LESS THAN TEN MINUTES. TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
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MAY NOW BE TRANSMITTED LIVE FROM THE CONTINENT TO THE ARCHIPELAGO, 

WITH EXCELLENT RECEPTION. RDP, THE GOVERNMENT RADIO NETWORK, HAS 
ALREADY INITIATED LENGTHY NEWS BROADCASTS DIRECT FROM LISBON. 

3. WHILE PRAISING THE NEW TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM AS BRINGING 
THE AZORES CLOSER TO THE WORLD, SEVERAL REGIONAL NEWSPAPERS WROTE 
CRITICALLY THAT THE DIRECT RADIO LINK WOULD AFFORD THE SOCIALIST 
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PARTY A GREATLY ENHANCED POTENTIAL TO PROPOGATE ITS VIEWS IN THE 
REGION. 
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